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Bassenthwaite School Pupil premium strategy 
statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Bassenthwaite 

Number of pupils in school  37 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 5 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2021-2024 

Date this statement was published Dec 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2022 

Statement authorised by S Royle 

Pupil premium lead S Royle 

Governor / Trustee lead M Taylor 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £2690 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £290 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£2980 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

High expectations 

Providing a culture where staff believe in all children and no excuses are made for 

underperformance.  We will strive to overcome barriers to learning for pupils and give every individual 

the best possible chance of success. 

High Profile 

Diminishing differences in attainment will receive the highest priority in school.  We adopt a whole 

school approach with all staff involved in identifying pupils in need and the barriers to their learning. 

Pupil premium profiles are completed each term. 

Early Intervention 

We recognise that high quality early years provision with a strong emphasis upon developing early 

reading and number skills is crucial to all pupils, but particularly those who have experienced 

disadvantage in early life. 

Inclusive Provision 

We acknowledge that pupil premium pupils are not always socially disadvantaged and at risk of 

underachievement.  Likewise, there are many pupils that we would consider to be vulnerable that 

are not in receipt of pupil premium funding and do not receive this additional funding  

High Quality Teaching and Learning 

We recognise that the biggest factor in high standards of pupil attainment is high quality teaching 

and learning.  We will continue to ensure that all pupils receive good teaching. We will ensure 

consistent application of key elements of teaching and learning such as planning, marking and 

assessment and carry out moderation activities to reinforce this. We give high priority to our appraisal 

systems for teachers and teaching assistants and ensure that high quality professional development 

is available to all staff.   

Emphasis on Basic Skills 

We will concentrate our spending on achieving the highest possible standards in English and 

mathematics.  This may be in the form of direct teaching and intervention or may be indirect through 

improving attendance, behaviour or access to resources and support.  We place the highest 

Importance on the breadth of the curriculum.  Pupils must access the very broadest opportunities.  
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Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Assessments, observations, and discussions with pupils suggest 
disadvantaged pupils generally have greater difficulties with phonics 
than their peers. This negatively impacts their development as readers 

2 Our assessments and observations indicate that the education and well-
being of many of our disadvantaged pupils have been impacted by par-
tial school closures to a greater extent than for other pupils. These find-
ings are supported by national studies.  

This has resulted in significant knowledge gaps leading to pupils falling 
behind age-related expectations. 

3 Our assessments (including wellbeing survey), observations and discus-
sions with pupils and families have identified social and emotional is-
sues for many pupils, notably due to missing school, and a lack of en-
richment opportunities during school closure. These challenges particu-
larly affect disadvantaged pupils, including their attainment. 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Improved reading attainment among 
disadvantaged pupils.  

KS2 reading outcomes in 2024/25 show 
that more than 80% of disadvantaged 
pupils met the expected standard. 

Close the gap for disadvantaged pupils in 
Maths using the One Billion Program 
supported by the WELL project. 

KS2 maths outcomes in 2024/25 show 
that more than 80% of disadvantaged 
pupils met the expected standard. 

 

To achieve and sustain improved 
wellbeing for all pupils in our school, 
particularly our disadvantaged pupils. 

Sustained high levels of wellbeing from 
2024/25 demonstrated by: 

• qualitative data from student voice, 
student and parent surveys and 
teacher observations 

• a significant increase in participation 
in enrichment activities, particularly 
among disadvantaged pupils     
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £ 2000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Purchase of a DfE 
validated Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics 
programme to secure 
stronger phonics 
teaching for all pupils. 

Phonics approaches have a strong 
evidence base that indicates a 
positive impact on the accuracy of 
word reading (though not 
necessarily comprehension), 
particularly for disadvantaged pupils:  

Phonics | Toolkit Strand | Education 
Endowment Foundation | EEF 

1 

Enhancement of our 
maths teaching and 
curriculum planning in 
line with DfE and EEF 
guidance. 

We will fund teacher 
release time to 
embed key elements 
of guidance in school 
and to access Maths 
Hub resources and 
CPD (including 
Teaching for Mastery 
training). 

The DfE non-statutory guidance has 
been produced in conjunction with 
the National Centre for Excellence in 
the Teaching of Mathematics, draw-
ing on evidence-based approaches:  

Maths_guidance_KS_1_and_2.pdf 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

The EEF guidance is based on a 
range of the best available evidence:  

Improving Mathematics in Key 
Stages 2 and 3 

2 

Improve the quality of 
social and emotional 
(SEL) learning. 
 

SEL approaches will 
be embedded into 
routine educational 
practices and 
supported by 
professional 
development and 
training for staff. 

There is extensive evidence 
associating childhood social and 
emotional skills with improved 
outcomes at school and in later life 
(e.g., improved academic 
performance, attitudes, behaviour 
and relationships with peers): 

EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learn-
ing.pdf(educationendowmentfounda-
tion.org.uk) 

3 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897806/Maths_guidance_KS_1_and_2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897806/Maths_guidance_KS_1_and_2.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Maths/KS2_KS3_Maths_Guidance_2017.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Maths/KS2_KS3_Maths_Guidance_2017.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/SEL/EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learning.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/SEL/EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learning.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/SEL/EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learning.pdf
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £ 1000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Additional phonics 
sessions targeted at 
disadvantaged pupils 
who require further 
phonics support. This 
will be delivered in 
collaboration with our 
local English hub.   

Phonics approaches have a strong 
evidence base indicating a positive 
impact on pupils, particularly from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 
Targeted phonics interventions have 
been shown to be more effective 
when delivered as regular sessions 
over a period up to 12 weeks: 

Phonics | Toolkit Strand | Education 
Endowment Foundation | EEF 

1 

Small maths group 
interventions. 

 2 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £1000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Re-introduction of 
Forest school, 
residential visits and 
watersport.  

 3 

   

 

Total budgeted cost: £ 4000 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/


 

6 

Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

• Due to COVID-19, performance measures have not been published for 2020 to 2021, and 

2020 to 2021 results will not be used to hold schools to account. .During 2020-2021 Perfor-

mance data was analysed each term in order to evaluate the performance of all pupils.  

• Comparisons were made between pupil premium and non pupil premium pupils within 

•  the school. This data was used to provide school improvement targets 

• Pupil Premium pupils were clearly identified on our school’s tracking system and their 

•  progress in reading, writing and mathematics tracked at least termly. 

• Data was used to monitor progress against annual targets.  Pupils who were not  

• making expected progress will be identified to receive specific interventions aimed at  

• accelerating their progress.   

• Our internal assessments suggested that our PP pupils were performing in-line with  

• other pupils, although other disadvantaged pupils fell behind due to lack of support  

• during home schooling and targeted interventions not being easily accessible. This 

•  impact was mitigated by home visits to vulnerable pupils and our commitment to a 

•  high quality online curriculum.  

 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

  

  

Service pupil premium funding (optional) 

 


